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David
Zook

Marc
Ensign

Cache County Executive/Surveyor
Party: Republican

Cache County Executive/Surveyor
Party: Republican

Q: What makes you stand out from
other candidates and why should
people vote for you?
A: I love Cache Valley. I love the people, and I love the place. The reason
why I want to serve as county executive is because I love the things that
make our community great. I want
to protect them, I want to preserve
them, and I want to accentuate them.
I want to keep our community safe. I
want to keep our roads flowing well.
I want to preserve our farms, our open
space water. I want to make sure that
everybody has a good job, including
especially the students here at university when they graduate, and I want
to make sure that we’re taking care of
people in need.
I actually spoke last week at an event here on campus, and I told the students
there, I said, ‘You might hear from some of your professors that you’ll have to leave
Cache Valley if you want to find a good job after college.’ And I said, ‘That’s not
true.’ There are plenty of good jobs here in our community, and we want the students to stay here. We have so many smart, well-trained, well-educated students
who are creative and full of energy, and we need them in our economy. We have
had, over the last year, times when our unemployment rate has dropped as low as
1%. Historically, economists say that 5% is full unemployment, or full employment.
And we’ve been down as low as 1%. And at the point where we were that low, and
we’re still in the ones, we still have around 5,000 job openings available in our
community. Of course, not all of those are our jobs for people with a bachelor’s or
a master’s degree, but a lot of them are, and increasingly, we have more high-level
positions and a higher level pay for educated members of our workforce.
Q: If you aren’t elected, how will you still be involved and still serve the community?
A: Well, I’ve been very involved in serving here in the community. I’ve only been
in elected office for about a year and a half, and I’ve always been involved in our
community. I’ve served in a number of places in our community over the years. I was
on the planning commission for Hyde Park. For many years, I served on the board of
directors for The Family Place. I’ve served there for more than a decade. I’ve served
on the board of directors for the Chamber of Commerce for more than a decade. And
I’ve, I’ve been involved in some other efforts that, organizations that I created, and
in the community. One of those is the Cache Valley Economic Development Alliance.
And that’s an organization I created while I was serving as chairman of the Chamber
of Commerce board. So, I have a long history of being involved in the community,
and I’ll continue to be involved in this community, no matter what, because I love
our community, and I want to make it better.
Q: Where is your favorite spot to get pizza in Cache Valley?
A: Factory Pizzeria.

Interview conducted by Alivia Hadfield
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.

Q: What makes you stand out from
other candidates and why should
people vote for you?
A: That’s a great question. I’m different from most career politicians.
I’m not a career politician. I have not
come up through the political arena.
My background is in business and in
community service. I was a franchised
automobile dealer for 33 years. I was
the franchise Toyota and Honda dealer
here in Cache County. While I was an
auto dealer, I, for five years, I served
on the board of the Utah’s association,
and I served as chairman as well.
That’s a trade group that works with
political subdivisions, counties, cities,
municipalities throughout the state
to kind of improve the environment
— the economic environment, for business, and particularly for automobile leaders.
But I had a lot of experience in working with political subdivisions. I had a lot of
experience in building auto malls, and other high tax revenue types of businesses, to
bolster the economy in some of our rural and smaller towns throughout the state of
Utah; built two auto malls in Utah County: one in Provo and one in Orem. And I also,
for six years until just a couple of years ago, served as the chairman of the board
for the Utah Festival Opera. That is professional opera company here in Logan. That
is a tremendous asset for the valley. It makes a significant financial impact as a big
footprint through the summer on our economy in terms of benefit for our economy,
and so I worked with them from a non-profit standpoint, but also, I worked with the
counties, the cities in helping to support this entity. We had to raise some money. We
had to do a number of things in the community to kind of continue to promote and
preserve the viability of the organization. These are things that I have done. ...
Q: If you aren’t elected, how will you still be involved and will still serve the
community?
A: You know, I’ve been involved in this community ever since we came here. Just so
you know, I’m a five-generation valley resident, and I will just give you a little family
history if that’s okay, but my great-great-grandfather, Martin Luther, built the first
frame house in Cache Valley in 1855 on the old church farm about a mile south of
Logan. His son, Adams Wesley, was one of Logan’s first dentists and had a little dairy
farm called Son’s Dairy. My dad was born in 1928 on a little house here on 100 East
and was very active here most of his life although he moved away for schooling, and
that’s where I was born — at the time, he was at UCLA, so I was born in UCLA —
but we’re back, and I have been involved since the, since the day I came back. I have
been involved in community affairs and in local politics. When I had my business, we
were a major sponsor of the Cache County Fair and Rodeo every year. We donated,
boosted every animal in the 4-H program. And we’re talking about four to five hundred animals, young people in the county, but we made a financial contribution from
the business to help each of them. ...
Q: Where is your favorite spot to get pizza in Cache Valley?
A: Favorite spot. I’m going to have to think about it. No, of course not. I bought
Jack’s Wood Fired Oven eight years ago, just after I supposedly retired and sold my
auto dealership. I bought it because I wanted to stay involved in business and in the
community. ...
Interview conducted by Sara Prettyman
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.
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Mike
Petersen

Holly
Gunther

Utah House District 2
Party: Republican

Utah House District 2
Party: Democratic

Q: What makes you stand out from
other candidates, and why should
people vote for you?
A: That’s the heart of it, isn’t it? Yes.
Well, that’s the heart of it. I think really,
Jenny, the reason why folks would want
to vote for me is because I vote in a
way that aligns with how folks in Cache
Valley, especially northern Cache Valley,
feel about things. I’m a firm believer in
the U.S. Constitution. I’m a firm believer
in our, in our party platform, the GOP
party platform. I don’t know if you’ve
had a chance to read that, but the county has a party platform. It talks about
families, talks about taxes, talks about
private property and just talks about,
you know —there’s 10 or 12 points, and
I appreciate them. It’s how I feel about
things. I think it’s how most people feel and so on. And so if that’s if you’re aligned
with the Republican Party, and by the party, I mean our platform, I don’t mean people. Because those people do their own thing, right? But if you’re aligned with, with
with the basic values of our party, then you’d want to vote for me because … because
I’m willing to vote in a way that preserves your liberty in those regards.
Q: If you aren’t elected, then how will you still be involved and still serve the
community?
A: You know, before I wasn’t before I was elected, I did things like that. I’ve been on
Community Council for Greenville. I was—I served for a number of years as a member
and then as president of the Cache Valley Transit District. I served for probably six or
eight years again, part of it as president of the, of the InTech Collegiate High School
Board. I’m sure there’ll be more opportunities to, to do that kind of thing. But I think
it’s important that we all be involved in the community. If you want this community
to be the way to reflect our values, you’ve got to be a part of it. So I don’t know exactly how it will be. But I’m going to do something.
Q: What is your favorite book, or at least the book that influenced you the most?
A: Oh, boy. I have read … I’ll set aside scripture. And boy, that’s a tough one, Jenny.
I’ve got — I’m reading three or four books right now, or I’ve just finished “The Lift,”
and they’ve been on my mind a lot. So I’ll tell you what, I’ll tell you the books I’ve
just finished. I just finished reading “The Lift” by Melinda Gates. Very interesting,
much of it just really touched my heart, parts that I was like, I can’t go there. I just
finished reading a book called “The Invincible Family,” by Kimberly Ells. She’s a Utah
resident. A wonderful book about families and how to—and the attacks on the family.
And how, what needs to be done to make sure that families remain intact. I just finished reading a book about — I don’t know if you’re familiar with Bill O’Reilly, and he
writes a series called “The Killing” books. I think he’s got 12 books out right now. The
most popular nonfiction series ever in history, something like that. At least that’s what
he tells us. And I read several of those and one I just finished reading was “The Killing
of England,” which is really interesting about the Revolutionary War and how those
things all followed through. And I just, I’m just about halfway through a biography of
George Washington, and it’s fun to learn about.

Interview conducted by Jenny Carpenter
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.

Holly Gunther did not respond to the
Statesman by time of publication for an interview.

Dan
Johnson

Utah House District 3
Party: Democratic

Utah House District 3
Party: Republican

Q: What makes you stand out
from other candidates? Why should
people vote for you?
A: Well, I am a scientist who studies
water, climate, and agriculture. And
those are three of the biggest issues
our state is facing right now. So, we
have a whole lot of water problems,
as probably a lot of people who will
be reading this already be aware.
And we don’t have a single legislator
who has any water background. Not a
single one in a state that depends so
much on water for our economy, for
our quality of life, for our recreation.
They’ve made a lot of poor decisions
about water in the legislature. And it’s
really costly. Probably a lot of people
are aware of the problems of the Great
Salt Lake right now. It’s lower than it’s ever been before, since we have been measuring it all the way back to 1871. And it’s a huge problem. I mean, there’s a billion
and a half dollars’ worth of industry that depends directly on Great Salt Lake. It’s
also just part of our identity here in northern Utah. You know, maybe the biggest
issue that faces us here in Cache Valley are human health concerns. So as the lake
goes down, it exposes lots of shoreline and lakebed. There’s 1,600 square miles
of lakebed that’s exposed now. It’s a huge area. And that’s creating lots of gusts.
Anytime the wind kicks up, we are getting huge dust storms. And the worst thing is
that dust has lots of nasty stuff in it. It’s got lead, arsenic and zinc. It’s really dangerous for people’s health. And so this is a major human health catastrophe that we
are staring down the barrel right now. Republican law maker Joel Ferry who is now
the director of the Department of Natural Resources, he called it an “environmental
nuclear bomb”— the Great Salt Lake. And, you know, that may be a little bit more
hyperbole than I am comfortable with, but it’s not far off.
Q: If you aren’t elected, how will you still be involved and serve the community?
A: Running for this office has been the most challenging and inspiring thing
I have ever done in my life. And that’s a long list. I have always taken a lot of
different leadership positions. I was faculty senate president here at USU. I am
department head of an amazing department: Watershed Sciences. This has been
in a whole different level. I have gotten to get out and knock over 3,000 doors
myself, and just talk to thousands of people across our community, and it has really
improved my understanding all the issues people are facing and the concerns that
they have, and the shared values that we all have. If you watch the news, it seems
like we are all crazy polarized on one end of the spectrum or the other. You start
getting out and talking to people, talking to your neighbors, talking to random
people across this community, and what I have come to realize is that there are a
lot of shared concerns and a lot of shared values. And I’m absolutely going to keep
building on that.
Q: What is your least favorite Aggie Ice Cream flavor?
A: Least favorite? That’s tough, I don’t have one. I refuse to answer that question on the premise that there’s no such thing. My most favorite is definitely Aggie
ROTC.
Interview conducted by Jack Johnson
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.

Q: What makes you stand out from
other candidates? Why should people
vote for you?
A: That’s a great question. I think one
of the things, I bring an expertise to the
state legislature that others don’t have,
and what I mean by that – there’s only
three people currently in the House of
Representatives that are teachers. There’s
no one in the House, or in the Senate,
that’s ever been a school administrator,
and about $7 billion is spent on public
and higher ed. So I bring expertise to
that in terms of, you know, how that
money is spent and the impacts that it
had. So I think that that probably makes
me stand out more than anything else.
And one of the other things that I think
is that I have had this capacity to get
people around the table from varying backgrounds and beliefs, and be able to solve
really, really complex problems. And so that has been something that people have
praised me for, but I’m kind of a humble guy, so I don’t say much about it. I just keep
my head down and get a lot of work done, and so I think that that’s something that
people really value in me as the representative.
Q: If you aren’t re-elected, how will you still be involved and still serve the
community?
A: One of the things that I’ve done is that I’ve really realized that nonprofit organizations contribute in ways that people just don’t understand in our society. They provide
services, core services that government can’t provide, and probably shouldn’t. And so
I’ll stay involved with them. For example, CAPSA’s been a domestic violence and sexual
abuse program here in our city. They’ve been in existence for, I know over 40 years,
and there are 12 centers like that across our state. Most people don’t know that, but
it’s a huge problem. But what I’m saying to you is that I was able to get them ongoing
money, and they’ve never had that before from somebody representing them. The
Family Place is the same way. They protect families, they protect kids, and so I think
there are places in nonprofits where I’ve contributed to them already, not only locally,
but across the state. So I think there’s this possibility that I can really stay engaged
with those kinds of organizations that contribute so much to our community.
Q: What is your least favorite Aggie Ice Cream flavor?
A: But that’s kind of hard because I like it all. So my least favorite one, actually, I’ll
get in trouble with my wife on this one, but I don’t like, I don’t like anything that’s like
real, real sweet chocolate. And she likes that. Man, you like vanilla? Yeah, I do. I’m a
vanilla guy. So I just like Aggie Blue Mint. I really like that, and Aggie Vanilla. Man,
I’m paying. That’s the top of the chart for me.

Interview conducted by Kate Stewart
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.
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Casey
Snider

Cary
Youmans

Utah House District 5
Party: Republican

Utah House District 5
Party: null

Casey Snider did not respond to the
Statesman by time of publication for an interview.

Q: What makes you stand out from
other candidates and why should
people vote for you?
A: What makes me stand out is the
fact that I’m a write-in, and I’m unaffiliated partisan-wise. Why they should
vote for me, it depends. My candidacy,
and I’m calling it a candidacy and not
a campaign because a campaign is like
trying to defeat and win, and A) I don’t
want to defeat anyone, and B) I don’t
really have a chance of winning because of the political climate, that’s just
not an option. So my goal is merely to
give voters a choice in this election,
so that’s the only reason that I put my
name out there and register as a writein candidate. If people wish to research
that they really want to consider voting
for me, they can look up my Facebook website. Why should they vote for me? The
point of it is if there are any voters in Utah House District 5 like me who simply are not
found to vote for Republicans for what ideological or moral or ethical grounds, they
have a choice to do something for that. The only other candidate was an unopposed
Republican incumbent.
Q: If you aren’t elected, how will you still be involved and serve the community?
A: The intent is to be as involved legislatively as I can to keep myself informed of the
issues. I’ve been thinking a lot about that fine line between you present yourself — and
if I should win, I’m going to assume those informed voters agree with the positions
that I’ve communicated and so I have their consent, their approval. At the same time,
I’m not going to totally exclude those who have different points of view. I’ve been
subject to that myself, writing my elected representatives. Although I can’t guarantee
they will change my position, I’m going to be attentive to possible pitfalls or potential
detriments to their lives and livelihoods that I could not simply anticipate beforehand
being fully informed.
Q: What do you hope to change or accomplish if you are elected?
A: I’d love to be a part of beginning the shift away from our dependence on fossil
fuels in the state of Utah. That’s a really high priority to me. I’m really invested and
committed to protecting women from the recent overturn of Roe v. Wade by the Supreme Court. I think we’re fortunate in that we have some pretty sensible legislation in
comparison to other states, but we can’t be sure it’s going to stay that way, and so I’m
going to be committed to not letting it get any worse, let alone if we can pull it back
some then certainly going for that as well.
Q: If you could be any character from a movie who would you be?
A: There’s so many. I’ve always had a thing for wizards, so probably Gandalf the
Gray. The White was awesome, yeah, he was higher ranking and all that, but I loved
Gandalf the Gray’s humanity, his connection with the Hobbit and just living life and
enjoying life, but still he saw how he belonged and how we all belong and how there
was an evil out there that we have to pay attention to and be ready to defend against
and eliminate.

Interview conducted by LeiLoni De Pew
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.

Cache County Council
Logan Seat #3
Party: Republican

Q: What makes
you stand out
from other
candidates? Why
should people
vote for you?
A: Well, in my
race, I happen to
be the only candidate. So I’m really
fortunate that no
one filed, turned
against me, but
I would say I
have spent a lot of time working. I did four and a half
years on the Planning and Zoning Commission. And that
taught me a lot about how government works. And then
I was able to meet a lot of people, and I feel like I am in
a position to make influences on the County Council. I
didn’t go to college until I was in my 50s. I graduated
from Utah State with a degree in political science, and
so politics has always been interesting to me. And while
I was attending school as a senior, I signed up to do an
internship, and I did an internship with Senator Lyle
Hillyard at the Utah State Legislature. That was kind
of — so I had the education and the experience to just
be interested in and just to know the issues in Utah and
the Cache County specifically. And so I’m really happy
that I will have the opportunity to serve the people in my
community, and in my district, on the county council.
Q: If you weren’t running, how would you still be
involved and still serve the community?
A: I was very involved with the Cache County Republican Party. I have been. I’ve been on the State Central
Committee. I was — I’m on the board of Cache County
Republican Women. I’ve been on the executive committee, and I stepped back from those things to be a
candidate. But if for some reason I didn’t win, I would
still be involved in community organizations; we’re very
involved in the Chamber of Commerce. Some of the
CAPSA and some of the other organizations that try and
make things better in Cache Valley are still really much
a part of who I am and what I would continue to do
whether it was elected or not.
Q: If you could only eat one food for the rest of
your life, what would it be?
A: Oh my gosh, brownies. I love baked brownies or
donuts. That’s just what comes off the top of my head.

Interview conducted by Jenny Carpenter
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.

Mark
Hurd

Kathryn
Beus

Cache County Council
Northeast
Party: Republican

Cache County Council
Southeast
Party: Republican

Q: What makes
you stand out from
the other candidates? Why should
people vote for
you?
A: So, I feel like a
strong candidate in
a couple of areas,
specifically land use
and also in managing or planning for
future demands for
our water requirements for the valley. And I’m currently unopposed in the general election, but the opportunity to work with and campaign
has been exciting, and the opportunities for me to continue
to learn. But I feel like I bring some background experience
to those two areas.
Q: If you weren’t running, how would you still be involved and still serve the community?
A: So, in the past, I’ve been active in the Cache County Republican Party. I’ve been a member of the executive committee for several years. And had I not chosen to run for county
council, I would still be in that office. And I would plan to
continue to do so, but like, I could continue to be involved
with the party and also have a positive impact on the community serving on the county council.
Q: If you could only eat one food for the rest of your
life. What would it be?
A: So, it’s not the most healthy choice, but if I had to
narrow it down to one food item only, it would be smoked
brisket.

Interview conducted by Alivia Hadfield
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.

Q: What makes
you stand out
from other
candidates? Why
should people
vote for you?
A: In my race,
I actually don’t
have an opponent.
I had an opponent
in the primary,
and I won the primary. So now, I’ve
advanced to the
general election. And I think one of the things that helps
me stand out is I have a lot of experience. I am currently
in my third term as a council member on the Nibley City
Council. Having had that experience, I can identify what
I think the county needs. I can help lead in the county,
and I can help with making some of those decisions that
are going to affect the whole county, as we have a lot of
growth that we’re talking about. And I’ve experienced a
lot of growth in my time in Nibley City, and I’ve helped
to accommodate that and plan for it, so that we’re really
proactive about our growth. And also, just a lot of the
issues that we have county-wide, a lot of it has to do with
growth. How are we going to deal with our open space?
We’ve identified that’s a value we have, and how are we
going to make sure that we can have planned open space
and deliver open space, so it’s not just like, “Oh man, I
remember when this was open. I remember when Cache
Valley had vistas that weren’t just homes.” And so, I think
with growth, we’re talking about garbage removal, we’re
talking about wastewater, we’re talking about how can
we keep this high quality of life that we currently enjoy in
Cache Valley for future generations.
Q: If you weren’t running, how would you still be
involved and still serve the community?
A: I’m currently just one year into this term, so I’ve
served for nine years on the Nibley City Council. I still
have three years that I could continue to serve, so if something were to happen and I don’t get elected, I would just
continue serving in Nibley.
Q: If you could only eat one food for the rest of your
life, what would it be?
A: I think it would have to be ripe peaches. Ripe peaches
are heavenly.

Interview conducted by Carter Ottley
Read the rest of this interview at usustatesman.com.
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Jacob Garcia: More than a football player
By Jake Ellis
SPORTS EDITOR

T

wo days remained until the Utah State football
team was set to take the field in their season
opener against UConn. Thursdays are when the
Aggies walk through their playbook to ensure the team
will be on the same page come kick off.
For long snapper Jacob Garcia, those practices can
be mentally draining. That, combined with anxiety
about the impending first game of the season, prompted
prompted Garcia to go home at the end of the day — and
take a breather from football with his favorite hobby. He
cooked.
After practice, he packed up his gear and returned to
his apartment. He borrowed kicker Connor Coles’ grill,
bought beef and potatoes at the grocery store and gathered his friends at his apartment. It was time for burgers.
“It’s super therapeutic for me just to cook,” Garcia said.
“Making food is fun.”
Garcia savored the American classics and the time he
spent with his buddies away from the passion that fills a
majority of his time. It’s one of the ways Garcia balances
his life as a student-athlete — emphasis on the student
aspect.
But Garcia didn’t always know he loved to cook.
Discovery
Back in March 2020, Garcia was a high school senior
in Yorba Linda, California. When the pandemic hit, he
decided to make the most of his extra free time during
lockdown by training. Garcia dedicated his time to get
into the best shape possible before he joined his new
football team after high school graduation. To maximize
his gains, he started experimenting with his diet and
incorporating healthier foods.
Cooking wasn’t new to Garcia — his mom, Nancy Garcia, said he was always interested in helping his family

Long snapper Jacob Garcia prepares to snap the ball during the Air Force game.

in the kitchen — but he was the one leading the meal
now.
More than just a tool to get in shape, cooking was another way to connect with his family.
With his brother Christian, who would go on to be a
chef in a SoCal restaurant, parents Jim and Nancy who
love to cook and a grandmas Felícitas Reed and Theresa
Garcia with plenty of recipes to share, Garcia had all the
resources he needed to develop his skills.
“We just enjoy food a lot in our family, and it kind of
just brings us together as one,” Garcia said.
Besides, Garcia knew he had to learn how to cook
before he moved because he would be “missing those
home-cooked meals.”
Sausage Rolls and Tim Tams
Starting in Garcia’s freshman year in 2020, he began
sharing his cooking skills and favorite meals with his
teammates. Garcia roomed with other specialists and
one day had the opportunity to help Australian punter
Stephen Kotsanlee get a taste of home.
It was almost Kotsanlee’s birthday, and Garcia couldn’t
think of a gift to give him. He knew that Kotsanlee
was feeling homesick; he had mentioned how much
he missed some of his favorite Australian foods. That’s
when it clicked — Garcia would surprise Kotsanlee with
some food from down under for his birthday.
On Kotsanlee’s birthday, Garcia came home from
conditioning and started working on Tim Tams, biscuits
covered in chocolate with a chocolate creme filling. Later
in the day, Garcia whipped up another Aussie staple,
sausage rolls. Kotsanlee loved the food and appreciated
the endeavor from Garcia even more.
“It was the effort and that sort of thought he has for
others,” Kotsanlee said. “Made my day and really made
my whole year… Just made me happy to have that sort
of taste of home, which is something I miss — and that’s
what I expressed to him too, so he’s been listening.”
For Garcia, it was a
no-brainer.
“It was super easy, super
simple, but it was what
reminded him of home the
most,” Garcia said. “It was
kind of special to me and
to him.”
Kotsanlee enjoyed the
food, but he razzed Garcia by saying that they
“weren’t quite as good” as
the way his mom makes
them.
“Nothing can get as good
as mom’s cooking,” Garcia
said. “If anyone tried to
make my mom’s cooking, I
would definitely say it’s not
as good either. So I totally
agree with that, and if it’s
just as close, then I’ll take
PHOTO BY Paige Johnson it.”

Balancing Life
Garcia jogged off the football practice fields above Maverik Stadium and looked forward to the rest of his evening. It was another Thursday night when Garcia could
make a home-cooked meal to settle in before the team
locked in for gameday. Beyond the connection cooking
provides with his family, it helps him destress during a
hectic college football season.
“It takes a lot of stress off of football,” Garcia said. “It’s
24/7 here, so you just got to find that balance of something else.”
Sometimes his schedule doesn’t permit this time, and
Garcia notices the difference.
“My routine’s a little off,” Garcia said. “Cooking is definitely a big part of me and a big part of the season too,
just because I find that one little day, one little hour that
I need to take to kind of relieve my stress.”
Later that week, things didn’t go according to plan for
Utah State. They lost to Weber State, an FCS team, for
the first time since 1978. It was also the Aggies’ first FCS
loss since 2000. Luckily, USU had a bye week to reset
before the rest of the season.
Low
The score was 7-7 near the end of the first quarter in
USU’s game against UNLV on Sept. 24. The Aggie offense
had stalled, and the punt team was called on to flip the
field on 4th and 17 from the USU 18-yard line.
Garcia took his place over the ball and got set to deliver
it to Kotsanlee. He heard the signal caller and snapped
the ball, but immediately he knew something was off.
“As soon as I snapped the ball, I kind of felt it release
low off my hand,” Garcia said.
The snap was low. Kotsanlee crouched to grab it and
punted the ball downfield.
There were whistles blown and flags on the field as the
play ended with an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty
against the Aggies. But even worse for Utah State, the
play was under further review to see if Kotsanlee’s knee
had touched the ground when he reached for the ball.
“I ran downfield, not knowing what happened behind
there,” Garcia said. “I was just told that, ‘Hey, it was a
low snap, and Stephen’s knee might have been down.’”
After minutes of replay review that felt like an eternity
for anxious Aggie fans, the officials ruled that Kotsanlee was indeed down and the Rebels would get the ball
inside the Aggie five-yard line. UNLV scored a touchdown in just over a minute, took a seven-point lead and
never looked back as they led the remaining 45 minutes,
defeating USU 34-24.
It was a tough moment for the specialists who know
how key their few plays can be, but Garcia and the team
had to move on.
“The next play is what matters most,” Garcia said. “I
just stayed calm and composed… Not really showing my
emotions, just moving on to the next one and knowing
that my team had my back and had Stephen’s back.”
Good from 50 Yards
Nearly 60,000 fans stood on their feet jeering Utah
State Football. The Aggies were down at LaVell Edwards
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Garcia scoops onions and peppers into the pan during his class on Sept. 17.

Jacob Garcia sizzles beef for emapanadas during his class on Sept. 17.

Stadium in Provo, playing BYU in a rivalry game for the
Old Wagon Wheel.
The Aggies’ kicking unit trotted onto the field on 4th
and 25 to attempt a 50-yard field goal.
While jogging onto the field, Garcia locked in and took
some deep breaths.
“I’ve done this a million times,” Garcia thought. “This
one out of a million should be perfect.”
The roar of thousands of fans sounded like “white
noise” to him. He was ready.
The snap, hold and kick were good, and the ball sailed
through the uprights, chipping BYU’s lead down to four
points.
It was one of the best special teams plays the Aggies
have had this season, but Garcia passed all the credit to
Coles, the kicker.
“Huge kudos to Connor. He’s been working his tail off,”
Garcia said. “I was lucky enough to obviously snap that
ball and, you know, be a part of that, but it was huge.”
Enjoying His Day Off
Back in the kitchen at Love to Cook in September, the

PHOTOS BY Elise Gottling

Empanadas fry in a pan during a Garcia’s class on Sept. 17.

empanadas sizzled as Garcia carefully dropped them
into the bubbling oil.
Eleven students listened to Garcia describe the proper
technique for frying empanadas during a cooking class
in September.
“Wait until they’re golden brown,” Garcia instructed.
It was Saturday night — primetime for playing or
watching football — but Garcia took advantage of Utah
State’s bye week and taught a cooking class instead.
For Garcia, teaching the classes is a rewarding opportunity to share his family’s culture and get more practice
with a hobby he enjoys.
“Sharing the recipes with other people of my culture
is super fun,” Garcia said. “And seeing people smile and
stuff off the food that, you know, I created — that I
helped them create — is super awesome.”
The class grabbed bowls of freshly blended salsa for
their empanadas. Garcia explained how he likes to eat
the pastries.
“It’s a whole process,” Garcia said, laughing.
First, he dips the empanada in salsa, takes a bite, then
squeezes lemon juice inside. Another bite and the cycle

repeats.
Students described the empanadas as flaky, soft and
buttery with a chewy, savory filling.
Earlier in the day, Oregon had upset BYU, Bowling
Green knocked off Marshall in overtime and Notre
Dame barely snuck by California. A student asked Garcia
if he had seen any of the games, but he said no. He enjoyed his Saturday away from football.
The students continued to eat their empanadas and
chat with Garcia. After they left, Garcia helped his coworker clean up the kitchen.
To try some of Garcia’s recipes, visit usustatesman.com
Jake Ellis is a senior studying
journalism. When he’s not covering
the Aggies, Jake attempts to perfect
the salsa recipe Garcia taught him.
— jacob.ellis@usu.edu
@JakeEllisonair
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Dogs in Art class hosting Halloween
fundraiser for Cache Humane Society
By Avery Truman
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER

“

Cruella de Vil, Cruella de Vil/ If she doesn’t scare
you, no evil thing will” — except for the exterior of
Cache Humane Society’s main headquarters, which,
according to Utah State University students in the Dogs in
Art class, looks like a “doggy jail.”
In an effort to increase the curb appeal of the shelter, students from the class are hosting “Tails from the Crypt,” a
pet-themed Halloween fundraiser for the Cache Humane
Society. The fundraiser — themed as the Disney film “101
Dalmatians” — will take place at Nora Eccles Harrison
Museum of Art on Oct. 28 from 7 to 10 p.m. Admission is
free, but the Dogs in Art students encourage donations.
Laura Gelfand, professor of art history and instructor of
the Dogs in Art class, had the idea for Tails from the Crypt
when she noticed how overworked the employees of CHS
are.
“We have two goals,” Gelfand said. “The first is to get a
mural on their building so that we can help them shed
the stigma of being a doggy jail. The second is that some
of the funds will go towards student scholarships.”
Gelfand will be wearing a Cruella de Vil costume to
the auction, and student volunteers will dress up as her
dalmatians.
The event will include a silent auction, a costume
contest, a live DJ with dancing and a miniature parade
performed by a local group of women from the annual
Witches Dance in Logan.
Chuck Landvatter, a USU alumni from the Department
of Art & Design, will paint the mural. A mock-up example
of the piece will be presented for the first time during the
event.
Gelfand incorporated the fundraiser into her classroom
curriculum because she said it gives her students real
world experience with social media marketing and nonprofit businesses.
“When I initially thought about it, I sort of had something pretty small in mind,” Gelfand said. “Because I have
students in the classes who are so supportive of the idea,
it’s allowed me to think about it bigger.”
Ashley Peterson, a student majoring in political science,
is helping to organize the event and manage volunteer
assignments. She said planning fundraisers like these are
important to her college education because it relates to
her future plans.
“For political science, something that’s very important is

realizing how much better
you can understand the
culture and community
by serving them, and by
really getting your hands
dirty and making differences that you can see,”
Peterson said.
With hundreds of animals
to care for, CHS does not
have the time or resources
to change the building’s
appearance.
“It’s very clear that they
just don’t have time, given
what they’re doing,” said
Gelfand. “Even though it’s
a priority for them, it is
not as much of a priority
as dealing with sick and
injured animals.”
The Dogs in Art students
PHOTO BY Kate Smith
said it is important to
An art piece in the NEHMA, which was examined by the Dogs in Art honors class.
make the outside of CHS
positivity.”
look more appealing to increase adoption rates and help
Students from the Dogs in Art class encourage others not
those working there.
only to attend Tails from the Crypt but to consider volun“It looks like a puppy prison,” Peterson said. “But the
teering at CHS as well.
shelter itself is a very happy place, and they’re a no-kill
“You don’t need to be an altruistic billionaire or a soup
shelter. They’re focused on creating a good environment
kitchen
CEO to make a real, lasting difference,” Kaplan
for those animals and getting them into loving homes.”
said. “Seeing a ragtag bunch of professors and students
Radeyah Kaplan, an art history student, is ensuring the
banding together to create a really cool event like this
event is properly advertised. Over a virtual interview,
sends a powerful message and encourages the student
Kaplan explained how this event is different from other
body to consider whether they could do the same.”
fundraising activities on campus.
“The money generated by most fundraisers would be
directly donated to the shelter,” Kaplan said. “But this
event is going to create a lasting impact, one that will
hopefully increase the facility’s adoptions and donations
Avery Truman is a first-year
for decades to come.”
student
pursuing environmental
CHS is a nonprofit organization run entirely by donastudies
and geography. She is
tions and grants. According to the employees, their goal
passionate
about astronomy,
is to give the animal shelter a cheerful tone to encourage
writing and reading science ficadoption.
tion, and learning about wildlife.
“Fundraisers like these are important in a university setting because they promote action over inaction,” Kaplan
— A02385315@usu.edu
said. “TV commercials with massive, saddening statistics
and clips of miserable animals often only depress their
viewer. This event, on the contrary, is centered around

@UtahUpdates

@TheHiggybaby

We’re not even doing anything to
the road. We’re just putting up cones
because we hate you.

PARENTS, please check your kids candy
this Halloween. I just found the One
Ring forged in secret in the fires of
Mount Doom, which the Dark Lord Sauron poured his cruelty, his malice, and
his will to dominate all life.

By Carlysle Price
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER

A

ccording to She Votes Utah, getting information
on local policies and candidates can be as easy as
scanning a QR code.
She Votes is a project collaboration between the news
stations KUER and PBS Utah. The two organizations
have a biweekly newsletter providing new voters with
nonpartisan information.
The goal of the newsletter is to give women confidence
in the election system. PBS Utah and KUER are hosting
shows about the elections this month
to help young adults make informed
decisions when voting.
J.R. Hardman, PBS Utah’s project
manager, and Elenor Gomberg, who
spearheads KUER’s contribution,
decided to pilot this project after a
study by the Utah Women and Leadership Project came out with new
information on women and voting.
“Their research discovered that
women’s participation has declined
in Utah since the 1990s,” Hardman
said. “There was one point in the
1990s where women in Utah were
participating at the highest number
of any state in the United States.
Then in 2006, it went down to the
lowest.”
Hardman said that today, Utah women are still on the lower side of the
spectrum when it comes to voting.
Historically, Utah women were the
first to vote in the U.S., though their
right was taken away in 1887 when
the Edmunds-Tucker Act was passed
to push for the end of polygamous
practices. Their right to vote was
later restored by the 19th Amendment. Utah also had the first ever
female state senator, Martha Hughes
Cannon, in 1896.
In regard to women’s history in voting, Hardman finds it concerning that
their political participation has fallen.
Hardman said that Utah is often
ranked as the last or second to last
state for women’s equality in regard
to equal pay and equal representation in government.
The She Votes Utah logo.
“I think that’s a big problem. I think

if we had more participation from women, and women
knew more about what was going on and how to get in
touch with their elected officials, how to make their voices heard, that might be able to change,” Hardman said.
KUER and PBS Utah collaborated as local news stations
to help Utah women find out about local officials and
policies.
Another project done by the UWLP showed that women’s top policy priority is education, while men tend to
focus on public health, taxes and government spending.
“As a priority of education being at the top for women,
they should also know what’s going on with taxes and

government spending,” Hardman said.
Utah has one of the most active community members in
terms of volunteering to better communities according
to Hardman. She said by turning the agenda of active female community members towards politics, women will
be able to make a difference in a new way.
With Utah’s voting system, voters are able to do research
before making decisions. This is due to Utah’s use of
mail-in ballots since 2013. Hardman said that seeing
names and policies to be voted on can give voters a
chance to do last minute research, which contrasts with
other states that require in-person voting.
“The best way to feel confident in
the election system, or any system,
is to have good information,”
Hardman said.
Ultimately, Hardman said the
goal of the newsletter is to provide
excitement and explanation of
what the voting process is for new
voters and to aid women in speaking up for the changes they want
to see in their communities.
To subscribe to the weekly
newsletter, visit pbsutah.org. Past
newsletters can also be found on
the site.

Carlysle Price is proud of her
extensive magazine collection
which has surpassed 50 editions,
all of which have been read thoroughly. She would never skip to
the cover story.
— A02311769@usu.edu

SUBMITTED PHOTO

@Jacobnielson12

@dodgonkulator

@tmonson23

I know it’s time to graduate when
I’ve out-tenured a sculpture that was
built my freshman year. RIP “Restless
Spell” at Utah State University. 20182022.

Dude. Did you seriously just
abandon me at the outskirts of
the grazing area? You KNOW that
I’m at increased risk of predation
as one of the weaker + sicklier
members of the herd.

my body isn’t a temple it’s a Muppet
Haunted Mansion
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She Votes Utah project: Helping women use their voice

Page 12 - The Utah Statesman, Oct. 17, 202

AG
GG
G II E
E R
RA
D II O
A
AD
O ’’ S
S

October 31, 2022 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

October 31, 2022 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Listen on 92.3 fm
or download the
TuneIn app.

Listen on 92.3 fm or
download the TuneIn app.

By LeiLoni De Pew
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER

T

heater education student Robert Mac Minshew
has created an opportunity for Utah State
University students to get involved with theater
in a new way. The Student Production Association is
an opportunity for students to write and produce an
original play during the school year.
McKenna Finley, a senior in the theater education
program, said the new club is important to her and
that students have been wishing for an opportunity
like SPA for many years.
“SPA is an opportunity for students
to be able to actually experience
getting their own
dreams off the
ground,” Finley
said. “It’s a chance
for anybody who
wants to try something to try it,
without thousands
of dollars of the
university’s money
going into it. So
it’s a safe place
to try and fail at
things with a good
support system.”
Dylan Seeley,
chair of theater
education for SPA,
said the club is a
unique opportunity that encourages
student collaboraThe tentative SPA Club logo.
tion.
“Something that
I’m really passionate about is playwriting and putting student works on
stage, and letting people see that there is more behind
us than just acting, or just teaching, or just turning on
lights for shows,” Seeley said.
Students in SPA will spend fall semester drafting,
processing and revising an original play. During spring
semester, auditioning, rehearsals and performances
will take place. Students can choose what they want to
be involved in and how much time they can dedicate
to SPA.
“We don’t have any time to ourselves, and so really,
I wanted to create this project in that sort of mindset,
thinking or allowing people to give what they’re able
to give, and not feel bogged down by the weight of
responsibility of doing a normal show or anything like
that,” Minshew said. “If people want to come to one
meeting and just see what it’s all about, that’s great. If
you want to dedicate all your time to this, that’s great.

Whatever time you’re able to give is time that’s going
to be valuable to us.”
Seeley said SPA is a learning opportunity and a creative collaboration where everyone has a voice.
This year’s play theme is “The Game.” Minshew said
some scene ideas have been about board game fights,
a game of Risk that topples over and audience participation.
“I am really excited to see everyone’s work get put
together into a show in the spring,” Seeley said. “I
think it’s going to be something that’s really unique,
and it’s going to open doors to new opportunities for a
lot of people.”
All students — regardless of major —
are welcome to join
SPA at any point in
the year.
“A lot of people
stop doing theater
after high school,
even though it’s
something they’re
really passionate
about, and this is
a way to keep a
toe in the water, to
be able to continue to explore,”
Finley said. “It’s
not competitive, it’s
not hierarchical,
and it’s a safe place
for everyone. And
if you’ve always
wanted to audition
for a show but
didn’t know when
SUBMITTED PHOTO auditions are, or
don’t know what to
expect, then coming
to SPA will open
that door a little bit more for everybody.”
Students that are interested can reach out to Minshew, the club president, at A02201092@usu.edu.

Brian Kirk is a freshman going into sports
broadcasting and journalism. He and his
show are designed to teach you about the
beauty and brutality of the heavy metal
genre with a healthy dose of casual sports to
complement. Catch his shows every Monday
at 11 a.m. and Fridays at noon!

Overkill
Motorhead

High ‘N’ Dry
Def Leppard

You Can’t Stop Steel
Midnight

Faster Than Light
Unleash The Archers

— A02384515@usu.edu

Rock the Night
@zo1oft
Europe

Watching the tl try and break down the
Harry Styles Chris Pine spitting allegations like its the assassination of JFK

Page 13 - The Utah Statesman, Oct. 17, 2022

New Utah State theater club: The
Student Production Association
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By Aspen Marshall
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Pictured are different rocks located in the north walkway of the LLC.

Aspen Marshall is a sophomore
in the Professional Pilot program. They miss their cats Dora
and Diego.
chris.marshall@usu.edu
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Last week’s solution:

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
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Planned
Parenthood
STANDS
FOR
CARE

GET CARE.

